The citation No.  577414 reads  as  follows;

Suitable clearance and/or adequate  access was not  observed
to the aix electrical disconnect  switches/starters/circuit
breakers  at the east end of the tripper  floor.     Access  clear-
ance was blocked  and made difficult  by the   following materials
stacked in and  around  the electrical   switches:     (1)     Numerous
grease/ oil-soaked cardboard boxes  partially  filled with oily
rags;   (2)  two dollies;   (3)  one empty  large  cardboard  box;
(4)  one 18" x 18"  (approx.)  piece  of heavy metal;   (5)   one 24"
x 30" piece of thick rubber-like material;   (6)   several   long
pieces of wood.    Employees  are in this  area daily,   */

The issue in this case is whether or not  suitable clearance was
provided in the area near and around  the  switch boxes,  described  as   the
east  end of the  tripper  floor?    Petitioner  argues   that   there was  not
suitable clearance or what  I interpret  to mean  access   for  personnel   to  the
particular switch boxes   located  in the tripper  area.     Respondent   argues
that  it was not necessary  for  there  to be  access  to  these  switches,   as
there were other places where the equipment  that was hooked  up  to  the
electrical boxes  could be disconnected or the  electricity turned  off.
Respondent  further argues  that  if quick access was  required  to  the
particular disconnect  switches  to the machinery  in the  area cited herein
due to an emergency,   there were other ways  to deal with  this  and  it would
not be necessary to use  the  switches  at   the  east  end of  the  tripper   floor.

I find a preponderance of the evidence  shows   that   in  the  area cited
under Citation No.  577414,   particularly the  pictures,   demonstrate
graphically there was  considerable debris,   clutter,   and material  which
prevented quick access  to these particular electrical boxes.     Evidence
shows  that those electrical boxes would be of considerable help  in case
there was an emergency where it would b'e necessary to have  a quick
disconnect of electricity to machinery in the  area.    Depending  upon where
the person who was  to be  responsible  for turning  the equipment  off was
located, he would have a difficult  time getting through  the  debris   that
existed  in this  area.    Exhibits P-3,  P-4 and R-l  shows  the various   items of
debris  that  the MSHA inspector observed  at   the   location covered  under  the
citation.    There appears,   from looking  at  Exhibit  R-l,   to be  space  to  the
right  side of the debris where a person could walk through.     However,   a
broken 2 x 4 on the floor,   as well  as  the other debris,   I feel  constitutes
a violation of 55.12-19.

I find the proposed assessment  amount of $195.00 is  reasonable  in view
of the  fact  that  this  is  an area where the respondent's employees would go
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